
Guidelines for Final Exam for MA Advanced Macro (February 15) 
 
The final exam will count for 70% of your grade. It will have three sections: 
 

1. The first section will count for 30% of the grade and will ask you to briefly 
explain some important topics of the course. You will be asked to pick 4 
items to discuss from a list of 8. 
 

2. The second section will count for 30% of the grade and will ask you to 
discuss papers covered in the course. There will be two sub-sections each 
listing three papers and you will be asked to discuss one from each of the 
sub-sections.  The second sub-section will focus on material from the last 
few weeks of the course. The exact wording of this question will be “Select 
one of the following papers to discuss. Outline the contribution of the 
paper and comment on what you learned from reading it.  Can you think of 
criticisms of the paper or perhaps areas where it could be extended or 
improved?” 

 
3. The third section will count for 40% of the grade and will contain 

technically oriented questions that require you to solve problems or 
present derivations relating to models.  There will be three multi-part 
questions and you will be asked to do two of them. 

 
 
I will provide a list of potential topics for the first section of the exam as we go 
along. I will also provide a list of potential papers for the second section as we go 
along. Previous exams will provide a reasonable guideline as to what the 
questions in the final section will look like. 
 
 
Potential Discussion Topics for Section One  
 

1. Methods for de-trending macroeconomic data. 

2. Shocks and propagation mechanisms 

3. Recursive identification of VARs (Cholesky Decomposition) 

4. Long-run restrictions 

5. The Kalman filter 

 

Potential Papers for Discussion for Section Two, Part 1  
 

(a) Lutz Killian. “Not All Oil Price Shocks are Alike: Disentangling Demand 

and Supply Shocks in the Crude Oil Market”  



(b) Glenn Rudebusch. “Do Measures of Monetary Policy in a VAR Make 

Sense?” 

 
 
Potential Areas for Technical Questions in Section Three 
 

1. Vector autoregressions 

2. Kalman filter 

 


