
Information on the MA Thesis 

First, the rules. 

1. Theses are to be handed in by Friday August 26th at the latest.  

2. Your thesis will not be graded by your supervisor. It is given to another staff member who 

recommends a grade to the MA co-ordinator. 

3. We don’t impose a particular style format but the thesis should be neat, legible and bound. 

Two copies should be handed in to the office marked as being theses to be delivered to me. 

In addition, for our records, I would like each of you to email me a copy of your thesis and 

confirm that you have provided hard copies to the office. 

4. The School does not have a formal word count guideline for its MA thesis submissions. The 

thesis should be a significant piece of work, equivalent in length and construction to an 

economics journal article. In practice, this is likely to mean a minimum of 30 pages in a 

standard format (e.g. 12 point, 1.5 spaced) .   

 

Second, some tips. 

1. Do not leave writing up your thesis to the last few weeks. As soon as you have a good idea 

what the thesis is about, you can start writing the introduction and the literature review 

sections, as well as sections describing the main features of your dataset. 

2. Stay in touch with your supervisor. Even if they are not on campus over the summer, you can 

check about their availability to provide feedback via email. Plan to get a draft of your thesis 

to your supervisor at least ten days before the deadline so they can give you feedback. 

There’s no point in giving it to them a day or two before the deadline as it’s too late to help 

then. Ideally, you work out what it is you want to write about by late July, spend early 

August writing a draft, get it to your supervisor for comments with a few weeks to spare and 

then work on tweaking it over the last two weeks. 

3. Last year, a number of students asked me to provide an example of what a good thesis looks 

like. Catriona Logue, currently a PhD student in the School, agreed to allow her thesis to be 

circulated. I will send this around as a separate email as the file is quite big.  Now, don’t get 

scared and intimidated when you look at it.  This is a very good thesis that received a high 

grade.  It is also definitely on the long side at 86 pages – I would not expect most theses to 

be this long. However, the high number of pages is partly due to the spacing so that there 

isn’t too much material on each page (I think this looks better than papers that cram 

everything into a tight space). 

4. In terms of the way the material is presented, Catriona’s thesis is very well constructed. It 

does a good job of setting out the background, explaining the data, explaining the 

methodology and then presenting the results. Remember that the reader may not 

understand the topic as well as you. Even if it is an academic staff member, you’ve spent 



more time on this issue than they have. So, I recommend explaining everything slowly and 

clearly.  

5. In relation to econometrics, detailed explanations are also a good idea. Remember that one 

of the things we’re looking for is to check that you know what you’re doing. So, for example, 

even if you think it’s pretty obvious why, for example, you’re using a Probit instead of OLS, 

we would still like to read your explanation of why you’re doing it. 

6. Read over my handout on writing tips. Not everyone can be a good writer but you can avoid 

making common mistakes if you take care and follow advice. 


