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Step 1: Pick An Area of Interest

• October 22 (Next Friday): Send me a short description 
of an area that you are interested in so that I can assign 
a suitable member of staff to be your supervisor. 

• I’m not looking for a long description: I will send a 
spreadsheet out and I want you to fill in your interests 
against your name on the sheet.

• A week or so afterwards I will assign you a supervisor. 
You should then arrange to go see them.

• It may not always be possible to match you up with 
who you think is the best supervisor. But you need to 
talk to your supervisor before requesting any change.



Steps 2 and 3: Supervisor and Proposal

• Before the end of term, you should meet your 
thesis supervisor.

• You will then need to submit a two-page thesis 
proposal, which has been approved by your 
supervisor, by late January.

• Next semester’s Presentation Skills module is on 
a Pass\Fail basis. A Pass requires:
1. Thesis proposal submitted on time.
2. One seminar paper write-up from Semester 2 

seminars.
3. Giving a presentation of your thesis proposal.



What Is an MA Thesis?

• Don’t be too ambitious. Pick something concrete and 
feasible. It’s not a PhD thesis or a book.

• The goal: A really good thesis should read something 
like a good academic paper. (Potentially be publishable)

• I say “something like” because we want you to spell out 
what you’re doing a bit more than academic papers 
usually do, so that we can see you know what you’re 
talking about.

• Read academic papers in your areas of interest. These 
should give you a good idea of what we’re looking for. 

• Length: At least 30 pages. But usually not more than 50 
unless you have it very widely spaced out.



Picking a Topic

• The most difficult issue can be narrowing down 
from an area of interest to a specific topic.

• Some successful strategies.
– Pick a dataset with information that interests you and 

think about what questions can be answered with it.
– Take a paper that you have read and see if the 

methods in it could be applied to other data.
– Try to replicate results in existing papers. You may 

figure out how to extend the results. Or find out that 
they may be questionable!

– Pick an area you know about from personal 
experience.


